
Ixmdon Greutly Excited by Ueiwrt
That Building in Suburbs Is I)o-

ttlgned to Act us Huso.

lJlJII/r OF HEAVY CONCRETE

Employes of Firm Taken Into Cus¬
tody, While Military Experts Are
Carefully Making Study of Struc¬
ture.

j
[Correspondence of Associated I'ress.l
LONDON, October 2'J..London has

been greatly excited by the report that
tt German-owned muslc-prlntlnB plant
in Wlllesden, a prominent manufactur¬
ing Huburb of London, has an linrnciiBO
building whoso heavy concrete founda¬
tions. lloors and roof, arc well adapted
to the uso of slego Buns.
Twenty of the German employes of

tho firm were taken Into custody, and
military cxpcrtB are studying the build¬
ing carefully. Meantime the excited
public Is fully convinced that tho plant
was designed to act as a German base
for- attack upon London proper.
building unquestionably 0cc"l»,c» £Mtrateglc position. It stands high, w,1th
a clear range to Crystal Palace. \V 11-
lesden Junction, where two main
entering London centre. Is but a short
distance from the plant.

However, the English architects who
designed the building and supervised
Its construction eight years ago, sa>
It Is similar to many other printing
plants, and has no heavier foundations
and floors than are required where
heavy machinery Is to be Installed.
Tho building Is about 200 feet square

on tho outside, and Is.constructed about
a court 200 feet square. It .Is but one
story, and the foundations are of con¬
crete and six feet thick. The English
manager of the concern says this un¬
usually thick foundation was laid as
Lho firm expected to add additional
stories to the plan when business ex¬
panded. A concrete roof covers most
of the building.

Discovery by tho allies that utrmans
has prepared concrete bases for Its

. howitzers surreptitiously In many
places In Belgium and Franco, has made
all Englishmen suspicious of possible
Gorman preparations In England.

In discussing tho Wlllesden factory,
the Sunday Times says:

"In a situation which commands an
almost uninterrupted view of that
grent tract of London which lies be¬
tween Wlllesden and the Crystal 1 ai-
aco Is discovered a building whose
roof, floor and foundations are con¬
structed of exceptionally thick con¬
crete and might apparently be em-
ployed as the emplacement of a heavy
gun, In fact, ono of those seventeen-
Inch howitzers for which such careful
arrangements were found to have been
made around Antwerp and Namur. \\ e
arc very far from suggesting that .he
premises at Wlllesden were delibe¬
rately arranged. Considering the tier-
man workmen. It Is at least probable
that In the event of an attnek upon
London the attention of tho Germans"
commanders would have been callr<i
to that convenient concrete tloor. even
if they had not known of It before
their arrival. I"it Is highly probable that there
do exist such places around London
an«> In the neighborhood of our great
lortrcss positions which have been
carefully prepared for siege guns, and
the cjilef value, to our mind, of tho
Wlllesden discovery, is that It n^y be
expected to stimulate authorities to
seatth for them.
"The suspicion that many wireless

equipments aro operating in Ix>ndon
was Justified by tho discovery of such
a plant in the home of a German pro¬
fessor. As wireless apparatus can be,
operated for so short a distance as
from London to the European coast
without an outside tower, the discov¬
ery of Illicit wireless stations Is very
difficult. The Times advocates that the
War Ofllce Issue a statement stipulating
that persons found sheltering such ap¬
paratus will bo treated as spies and
handed over to mljitary power."

Tax Amendment* Defeated.
HALEIGH, N. C.. November 7-Offl-

clal and unofflclal returns compiled to¬
night Indicate the defeat of the State
constitutional amendment on taxation
by a majority of from fi.OOO to 7,000.Tho Indications are that the other nine
amendments have also been defeated
by smaller majorities, which it will
take the official tabulation to deter¬
mine.

FUNST0N IS IN DANGER,
IS WASHINGTON REPORT

(Continued From First I'agc.)
slans, notwithstanding its locally fa¬
vorable position, this Is Justified In the
Interest of the general situation.

EXCHANGE FELICITATIONS
ON KAM, OK TSINGCHAU

LONDON, November S (12:42 A. M.).
.The following telegrams of felicita¬
tion have been exchanged by the board
of admiralty and the Japanese Minister
cfi Marine:
"The board of admiralty sends its

heartiest congratulations to the gal¬
lant army and navy of Japan on the
prosperous and brilliant issue of the
operations which resulted In the fall
of Tslngchau."
"The Japanese Minister of Marine re¬

plied :
"I fully share with vou In felicita¬

tions of the fall of Tslngchau. It af-
fonV* me great pleasure to assure you
th&t the outcome of the efforts of tho
najvy of our ally in co-operation with
ours during the Investment of Tslng¬
chau was splendid."

GERMANS ATTACK 11RITISH
COAST OFF YARMOUTH

[Special Cable to The Times-Dispatch.]
AMSTERDAM, November 7..An of¬

ficial report issued from German head¬
quarters says:
"On November 3 our largo and small

oriilsers attacked the British coast off
Yarmouth, nnd shelled the coast
works, together with some small ves-.
sols anchored In tho neighborhood,
which seemed not to have expected the
attack.
"The strong British forces which

protect this important port were not
thfon there.
VThe British admiralty announces

that, submarine D-5, which seemed to
follow our cruisers, struck a mine and
sank."
German newspapers received here

lay emphasis on the fact that not for
cdpturles has the coast of England
been attacked by foreign warships

ATTEMPTS AGAINST ENEMY
PROGRESSING SLOWLY

1 iiONDON, November 7 (11:15 P. M.).
.'An olllcial statement issued in
Vienna says:

"In the southern war theatro at-
tempts made against the enemy,' strongly fortified behind barbed wire
entanglements In the district of Com-

' pianino and south of Shabats, .are
progressing slowly. Tho strategically
Important heights of Mlsar were cap-'.ttfted and 200 prisoners taken.

began on the 6th nn attack on
tlyi position near Kroupanl (sixty-two) nilles southeast of Belgrade). Details

j caVinot yet !be published. Yesterday
j sornq Servian lntrenchments were

i'

stormed, and 15.000 prisoners, four
'cannon un<l mIx machine kuiih were
taken."

FOUR TURKISH TRANSPORTS
SI)Mi. IIY RUSSIANS

WASHINGTON. November 7..The
Russian embassy to-night received a
supplementary statement to tho of¬
ficial report given out In PetrogrAd,
which says: .

.

"In tho Black Sea our fleet bombard¬
ed the Turkish port of Sangulnak and
.sank four Turkish transports, three
with supplies of clothing for the Turk¬
ish army, and ono presumably with
troops."

THEATRES AM) ACTOHN
IIAH I) HIT IIY WAR

LONDON, November '7..Many cases
of dire poverty are being reported to
relief committees from anions the
classes that depend on furnishing
amusement for their llvllhood. Tho
war has hie the theatres and theatre
folk a hard blow, and many small-
part actors and stage hands are near
starvation. Many theatres have been

j closed. Several relief movements havo
been started.

J AI'THOIt1TIES FOHIIII)
ENTRY OK REFUGEES

[Special Cable to The Tltnes-Dlspatch.]
HOME, November 7..The military

authorities of Cracow are forbidding
tlie entry of refugees from Gallcla.
The prohibition, it Ifi feared, la a pre¬
lude to the evacuation of the city, ow-
lug to tiie Kussl.au advance,
Austrian courta aro overworked try-

ing offenders awralnst tiio recent pro-
hlbltlon of the government against

l spreading alarming news, which con-
stltutes a crime; punishable with line
and Imprisonment. Nearly all tho of-
fenders havo been convicted.

Amil ItALTY A NXOUNCES
OCCUPATION OF FAO

LONDON. November 8 (12:30 A. M.).
.The admiralty announces tho occu¬
pation of Fao, a port of Asiatic Tur¬
key, sit the mouth of the River Shat-
el-Arab. In the Persian*Gulf.
A military force from India, cov¬

ered by the Bloop Odin, landed with
a naval-detachment after the Turkish

1 guns had been silenced, according to
tiie announcement.
There were no British casualties.
Fao Is the terminus of tho subma¬

rine telegraph to India.

TAKES DECISIVE: STEPS
TO IIOLI) DOW5 PRICES

VENICE, November 7 (via Paris. 6:20
P. M.)..The Hungarian government is
taking decisive' steps to hold down
food prices. Landowners and grain
dealers have been ordered to furnish
reports' of their stocks, and It has been
found there aro much greater supplies
in the country than had been sup-
posed.
When the returns are all in, the gov-

ernment will fix a scale of prices.

NAMES OF OFFICERS
ON CASUALTY LIST

LONDON', October 7 (9:20 P. M.)..A
casualty list issued to-night names fif¬
teen officers killed and sixty wounded.
Among the killed are Colonel Fred¬

erick Walter Kerr, of tho Gordon HlgTi-
landers, third son of the late Admiral
Lord Frederick II. Kerr, and Lleuten-
ant Sir Gilchrist Nevll Ogilvy, of tho
Scots Guards. Among the wounded Is
Lieutenant Lord John Wodehouse,
widely known as an International polo
player. Seventeen ofllcers are reported
missing.

CITY OF PARIS AUTHORIZED
TO ISSUE PONDS

PAULS. November 7 (11:40 P. M.)..
The French government lias authorized
the. city of Paris to issue $424,000,000
in bonds, redeemable In a year. The
tionds wlH bear interest not to exceed
6 per cent.

SUSI OF 91,17(1,000 FOR
WORK IN FOREIGN FIELD

BOSTON, November 7..The general
committee of the board of foreign
missions of the Methodist Episcopal
Church to-day voted an appropriation
ni 51.170,000 for work in tho foreign
field next year.

Lrovrn for \Yn»hliig(un.
BOGOTA. COLOMBIA, November 7.

.Thaddeus A. Thompson, the American
minister to Colombia, left for Wash¬
ington to-day.

Relief Steamer .Sails.
LONDON. November 7 (7:10 P. M.)..

The steamer Jan-Block, laden with
food, purchased by the American Re¬
lief Committee for the Belgians, sailed
from London to-day for Rotterdam. The
steamer Tellus will depart to-morrow.

WANTS COTTON CONTRIBUTED
FOR RELIEF OF SOLDIERS

ST. LOUIS, November 7..Miss Anne
Morgan, daughter of the late J. Pler-
pont Morgan, in a letter received by
business men hero to-day, asks all St.
Louisans who have purchased cotton
In the recent "buy a bale" movement
to contribute the cotton to a fund for
the relief of soldiers and destitutes of
the European belligerents.
Her letter declares she lias organized

URIC ACID IN MEAT
CLOGS THE KIDNEYS
Take 11 glass of Salts If your

Hack hurts or Bladder
bothers.

If you must have your moat every
clay, eat it, but flush your kidneys with
salts occasionally, says a noted author¬
ity who tells us that meat forms uric,
acid which almost paralyses the kid¬
neys in their efforts to expel it from
the blood. They become sluggish and
weaken, then you suffer with a dull
misery In the kidney region, sharp
pains in the back or aick headache,
dizzinoss, your stomach sours, tongue
is coated and when the weather is bad
you have rheumatic twinges. The
urine gets cloudy, full of sediment, the
channels often get sore and irritated,
obliging you to seek relief two or
three times during the night.
To neutralize these irrltntlng acids,

to cleanse the kidneys and flush off the
body's urinous waste get four ounces
of Jad Salts from any pharmacy hero;
take a tablespoonful In a glass of
water before breakfast for a few days
and your kidneys will then act tine.
This famous salts Is made from the
acid of grapes and lemon Juice, com¬
bined with lltliia, a fill has been used for
generations to flush and stimulate
sluggish Kidneys, also to neutralize
the acids In urine, so It no longer Irri-
tatcs, thus ending bladder weakness.
Jad Salts is inexpensive: cannot in-

jure, and makes a delightful efferves¬
cent lithla-water drink..Adv.

DROPSY
SPBCIA LIST

Usually give quick relief, hnve
entirely relieved many seem¬
ingly hopeleiia cases. Swelling
unci short breath soon gone.
Often Riven entire relief In 15
to 25 days. Trial treatment
sent freo.
DR. THOMAS K. GREEN

Successor to Dr. II. II, Greca'a
80ns

Box K Atlanta. fla.

forco of needy women to convert tlio
cotton Into bandage* and wearing: ap-t
parol.

PROTEST 1'ltUIOU AGAINST
RIUTISII IXTKllKKltK.VCK

HUTTE, MONT., November 7..Com-i
morclal organizations In iiutte, Ana¬
conda, Helena und Missoula have adopt-1
ed resolutions urging the State Depart¬
ment to protent against British Inter¬
ference with American copper ship-'
inentH destined to neutral countries.

WOMAN HEPOllTIU) KII.I.KU
Will 1,13 SERVING IV WAR

DRESDEN (via Koine), November X
(2 A. M.)..The first woman reportedkilled while nerving In the present war
was Baroness Marga von Falkenhau-
seti. She was slain by a bomb droppedfrom an aeroplane while acting as a
iiur.se in a hospital at Sizone, France.

NO SIGNS OF HOSTILITY
TO PRESENCE OF TROOPS

Under Protection of Federal Force* Kf-
fort to Resume Operation In

Mine* Will lie Made.

PA I1UE CREEK, AUK., November 7.
.Under the protection of United States
troops an elTort will bo tnado at once
to resume operations of the Bache-
Denman Company's mine No. 4. This
etatinent camu from reliable sources
hero to-day, and It is generally be¬
lieved that Franklin Haclie, president
of the company, and' appointed by the
Federal Court as receiver, 'now is in
the East making- ^reparations.
This mine xr»s the scene of a battle

on July 17 between union, minors and
the guards and nonunion employes of
tho company. At the same tlmo the
surface workings, valued at $150,000,
were burned. *

No signs of hostility to the presence
of the United States troops were no¬
ticeable.
The Federal grand Jury which .was

called yesterday at Fort Smith to In¬
vestigate tho Hartford Valley disturb¬
ances, adjourned at noon to-day until
November 17. Morp than a score of
witnesses have been examined, but no
Indictments havo been voted, it was
stated.

NOT I)ISCRIMMINATE I) AGAINST
HECAV8B OF TI1KIII UNIFORMS

NEW YORKK, November 7..Tho
four United States sailors denied ad¬
mission on September 16, while they
were in uniform, to an uptown theatre
were not discriminated against because
of their uniforms, in the Opinion of a
magistrate, who to-day heard testi¬
mony in the case against three theatre
attendants.
The three employes testified that one

of the four sailors annoyed a woman
in the lobby, and that another walked
"in a wobbly way."- The money for the
tickets, which the sailors had pur¬
chased, was handed back to them. The
three attendants were discharged.

Snapected of Stealing.
William Wade, colored, was last

night arrested as a suspicious char¬
acter, suspected of stealing a pocket-
book containing $1.37 from IX. A. War¬
ren. The arrest was made by Patrol¬
man Ha ugh.in.

AUSTRIAN!! HOLD NEW
POSITIONS IN GALICIA

Forces Which Withdrew From Ivan-
Horod Successfully With-

stand Assaults.

HEAVY LOSSES BY ATTACKERS

Declare liosnia Huh lieen Cleared of
Enemy.Bombardment of Cattaro
by Allies Continues Without Re¬
sult.Statement by Embassy.

_i

WASHINGTON, November T..Sum¬
marizing dispatches rccelvcd from
Vienna since November 1, a statement
issued to-niffbt by tlic Austrian em¬

bassy declares the Austrian forces
which withdrew from ivangorod now

hold new positions in Galicia. which
have been successfully defended
against all Russian assaults. The
statement r»-ads:
"On tlie Welchsl-San line, because of

encountering superior Russian forces,
first tiio (lerinan left wins at Warsaw
and then our army In action near
Ivangorod voluntarily withdrew. The
withdrawal was accomplished with en¬
tire success and without any disorgani¬
zation.

"The new grouping of these forces,
carrying out the retirement, estab¬
lished the line through Kutno-Kawa
and Kadom to the Junction of the San
and Vistula Klvera.

"In Galicia the positions o'-cupied
were held at all points, despite violent
Russian attacks, which were repulsed
with heavy losses to the attackerB.

. "In Servla we took strong Servian
positions in the district between the
Save and Drina. Rivers. Otherwise, the
situation 1b not altered.

"In Bosnia, the province has been
cleared of the enemy.
"The bombardment of Cattaro by the

allies continues without success.
"It is characteristic of the unscrupu¬

lous conduct of the Russians that a
price of SO,000 rubles has been offered
for. the capture or assassination of the
commanders of our army. Ah a result,
an attempt was made on the life of one
of our commanding generals, %\lhich,
however, was frustrated."

Part of Town Destroyed.
BROWNSVILLE. PA.. November 7..

Ten persons were Injured: 150. made
homeless and seventeen buildings were
destroyed by fire that swept out most
of. the town of West Brownsville to-
day. The damage Is estimated at
$200,000.
T«fl Urges Stronger Army kr<I Navy.
SOUTH HADLEY, MASS., November

7..An Increase In the army and navy
was strongly advocated yesterday by
former President Taft, who spoke at
Founder's Day exercisee at Mount
Holyokc College. He urged also the
need of more highly trained officers.

Coosa! Hnmm Dead.
WASHINGTON, November 7..United

States consul Theodore Cushlng Hamm
died to-day from smallpox at his post
In Durango, Mex.

fruitmm if constipated.
TAKE "caufornia syrup of figs"

Best liver and bowel regulator
for mam hi a, daddy and

children.

If you're headachy, constipated, bili-
ouh or stomach 1b disordered and you
want to enjoy the nicest-liver and
bowel cleansing you ever experienced,
take a tablespoonful of "California
Syrup of Figs" to-night and In the
morning1 nil the constipation poison,
bile and clogged-up waste will gently
move out of the system without grip-
lng and you will feel splendid.
Every member of the family should

use this fruit laxative as occasion de¬
mands. It Is just as effective for

. 1

grandpa as It is for baby. It simply 5
cannot injure. Even cross, sick, fever- .

lsh children Just love its pleasant tasto
and mothers can rest easy after giving
it, because it never fails to eftcct a

good "inside cleansing."
For thirty years "California Syrup of

Figs" has been recommended by physi-
clans as the ideal stomach, liver and
bowel cleanser. Millions of families
who are well informed use nothing else,
but recently there has come a flood of
spurious fig syrups, so we warn the
public to ask plainly at drug stores for
a 50-cent bottle of "California Syrup
of Figs," and see that It is prepared
by "California Fig Syrup Company."
We make no cheaper size. Hand back
any "counterfeit" with contempt..Adv.

OLD age can be made the period of great¬
est happiness, but complete good health
is necessary. As age advances the

stomach and bowel muscles lose their elas¬
ticity and no longer respond readily. The
result constipation, or dyspepsia, bilious¬
ness, sour stomach, bloating, drowsiness after
eating, belching, headache, etc.
The foregoing was about the condition that

Mr. Wm. A.,Rocker, 64 Vienna St., Rochester,
N. Y., found himself in some time ago. A
good friena persuaded him to take Dr. Cald-
well's-Syrup Pep^n, a widely known laxative-
tonic that has bften on the market for two
generations. After a brief use of. it he writes
that if he had tho last bottle obtainable he
would not part with it for a hundred dollars
and Mr. lloeker is not an especlally'rlc.i man
either.fy he considers himself entirely well.
Another noteworthy case is that of Mrs. Mar¬
garet Barringer, of Newark, Ohio, who is 82.

Dr. Caldwell's Syrup Pepsin is without
doubt America's greatest household remedy
Its niild action recommends it especially for
babies, women and old folks, for these should
not take arastlc cathartics and purgatives
such as pills, powders, salt waters, etc. Your
druggist sells Syrup Pepsin at fifty cents and
one dollar a bottle, and you should always
have a bottle in the house. Thousands of
old users alwyas have the dollar size, as it is
more economical. Results are guaranteed or
money will be refunded.

Coupon for
FREE SAMPLE

I>r. Caldwell Is glacl
to send any one who
lms never tried his rem¬
edy a free sample bot¬
tle for personal investi¬
gation. Simply clip this
coupon and inclose in
an envelope with your
name and address, or
write your name and
address plainly on a
postcard and mail it to
l)r. W. U. Caldwell, fi7
Washington St., Monti-
cello, 111.

1 The Cohen Co. Inc., AJverlisemant f% * I
2 Appears today on pages 6 and 7 of %| this section of the paper. There was %
^ not space enough on one page to tell (
5 of the host of good things prepared for |
$ you in this Anniversary Celebration *

% Sale. |* |tr

CITY OF ROULERS PARTLY
DESTROYED BY GERMANS

CummoDlr lleported That Forty-Three
I'rlvntc Cltlzena Have Been

Shot.

ItOULHKS, BELGIUM, November 7
(via London, 9:45 J'. M.)..Thin city,
headquarter* of thn German Btaff dur¬
ing the attack on Yprea, lias suffered
terribly. It hus been bombarded
twice, and was partly destroyed by the
Gormnns who accused citizens of shoot¬
ing at German soldiers. Tho Belgians,
however, contend that French cavalry
were responsible for the shooting. and
deny any participation by Belgian
citizens.

It is impossible to determine the
truth of these accusations and counter¬
charges, but It Is commonly reported
that up to the present time forty-three
private citizens have been shot by the
Germans, while a line of 100,000 francs
was levied on the town. Later this
fine was doubled, and the money to
pay It was collected by the daughters
of a number of prominent citizens, who,
in a house to house canvass, raised the
amount In cash.
The city is under strict military law,

and tho Mayor and six leading cltlens
are obliged to reside In the Town Hall
as* hostages.

Since November 4 no one has been
allowed to leave the northern part of
Belgium. Although the Dutch govern¬
ment continues to keep .the frontier
open to all refugees, the German mili¬
tary authorities will not Issuo pass¬
ports to allow persons to leave oc¬
cupied territory.

SITUATION IS SERIOUS
North Atlantic C'onnt State* Suffering

from Forest Fire*.
WASHINGTON November 7..One ofthe severest- droughts on record Is

rendering the forest flre situation InNorthern Atlantic Coast Stales ex-
tremely serious, according to reportsto the forest service. Every daybrings news of fresh flre.
Massachusetts has suffered sovorely.In New Jersey hundreds of thou¬sands of dollars' worth of property hasbeen destroyed.

Catarrh of Throat Relieved
Gives Peruna the Credit.

MISS AMALIU lUZK'K.V, PRARt'K, OKK1.AKOM.V
Iler N>Klrctril Colli Cnnxed Scrlonn Illneria.

PRAGUE, OKLAHOMA.."I have
Buffered with catarrh of the throat.
I caught cold and It settled in ray
throat, and I couched badly and was
very weak. I could not sleep and had
no appetite.

"I had two doctors, and had taken
so many different medicines and found
no help. I thought, I will have to give

up; but at last my mother read about
Peruna, so T thought of trying that
great medicine, Peruna. I got a bottlo
of it, and In about four days I almost
stopped coughing, and after a while I
surely found relief, and from that time
wo are not without Peruna In our
home."

Thone who object to ll<|uld mrdirlnrN can non procure Peruna Tablets.

Why is a New Franchise
Suggested Now?

The Virginia Railway and Power Company now owns franchises in Rich¬
mond, the principal of which expire in about fifteen years. It owns various
rights in the streets, especially in the new territory, which are perpetual, and
rights of way in fee simple which should be parts of streets. It is proposing
that the period of the existing franchises be extended about fifteen years, and
that the perpetual and fee simple rights be surrendered, thus limiting all
rights to the use of the streets to thirty years.

1

This proposition is made by the company, but the necessity for some such
adjustment of the situation has been recognized, and even suggested, by some
of the authorities of the city having to deal with this subject.. The reasons
are obvious, and only a few need be stated:

It is desirable to the city and the public at this time:
(a) Because by the extension of the city limits much additional track¬

age is brought in, subject to varying and even conflicting franchise rights,which are a great embarrassment to municipal administration;
(b) Because these conflicting franchise provisions render difficult

proper municipal control of construction, maintenance and service;
(c) Because perpetual rights should not exist in the streets and high¬

ways of a city;
(d) Because the public lias long desired that existing toll viaducts

should be made free, which cannot be done under corporate,control;
(e) Because existing trackage.and lines built up through competitive

systems are not adapted to traffic conditions in the city, and a rearrange¬ment of trackage is essential for good and convenient public service and
to avoid unnecessary obstruction to and disturbance of streets;

(f) Because the Forest Hill Park, being a part of the annexed terri¬
tory, should be controlled by the city and a part of its system of parks;

(g) Because it is important for the city's interests that all franchises
should expire on one date;

(h) Because what the -oity and the public want is good service, and,while exercising proper control over public service, any step which would
induce the investment of capital in such service 011 the most reasonable
terms and enable the company tj render the service in the best way, is
to the advantage both f * he city and the public.
It is desirable to the company at this time:

(a) Because it is to the interest of the company that its franchiserights in the entire territory should be definite and clear to avoid conflictwith the city and embarrassment 111 operation;
(b) Because the conflicting provisions of existing franchises are no

longer applicable to traffic conditions. Many of the provisions of exist'ing franchises are obstacles to the service and 110 benefit to the public;
(c) Because a rearrangement of trackage is necessary to adapt the ser¬vice to present needs, and especially if the Richmond and Henrico lines

are to be continued, since, as separate lines, they have never earned ope¬rating expenses;

(d) Because it is necessary to have franchises running for a reason¬able period of time in order to secure capital for the improvement anddevelopment of the properties. The experience, not of Richmond, butelsewhere, has demonstrated that where the community waits until theexpiration of the franchise to (leal with this subject, it necessarily resultsin the running down of the property and depreciated service.
(e) Because present financial and commercial conditions are such thatcapital can only be secured for those public service enterprises which

present favorable conditions for investment where the rights are definiteand clear.

(f) Because the company desires to place its relations with the cityon a clear and definite basis, to the end that it may devote its capitaland attention to the development of an efficient service, free from conti'o-versies and difficulties which must arise out of existing conditions. "

The'company has not suggested granting any right that is not in Itspresent franchises. It is no? asking a monopoly, and *hc city has 110 «on*stitutional power to grant one. It is only sugges ?'>g that the whole matterof public service in*Richmond bo placed 011 a sound business basis, under aclearly defined contract, in the interests of the city, the public and the capitalinvested in the enterprise. Nothing else is suggested nor desired.

Virginia Railway & Power Co.
November 6, 1914.


